Interventricular methotrexate therapy for carcinomatous meningitis due to breast cancer: a case with leukoencephalopathy.
A 46-year-old woman presented with paraplegia and severe lumbago. She had had a radical mastectomy for left breast cancer 10 years earlier, and 6 months prior to presentation she completed CMF chemotherapy for treatment of retroperitoneal metastasis. CT and MRI to identify potential causes of the paraplegia and lumbago showed leptomeningeal carcinomatosis due to dissemination from invasive recurrence of the retroperitoneal tumor. An Ommaya reservoir was inserted, and infusion of intrathecal methotrexate (MTX; 5 mg twice weekly) began. Her clinical symptoms improved after receiving 53 mg MTX. However, after receiving 83 mg MTX, the patient became dizzy from leukoencephalopathy. Although administration of prednisolone mostly resolved her symptom, the patient died 9 months after the diagnosis of carcinomatous meningitis.